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NATIONS’ SOULS. 
‘SOME ‘SURPRISES. 


[py -MAURICE. MAETERLINCK, THE GREAT 
BELGIAN DRAMATIST AND -POET. ] 

In the’ admirable and touching pages 
fn whith: Octave Mirbeau bequeaths ‘to 
‘ue his Yast thoughts, the eplondid friend 
who has just been taken from all who in 
this'world hunger and thirst after justice 
expresses his surprise at finding bow in 
the supreme moments of its life the col'ee- 
‘tive soul of the Fronch nation differs 
from the soul of cach of the individuals 
of which it igs composed. ; gies! 

Ho had devoted the best. part of hie 
‘work to examining, dissecting, present- 
ing in a blinding and sometimes 
aobearable light and. stigmatising with] 
wnequalled eloquence and bitterness 
the ‘woeuknesses and selfishness, . : tho 
folly and “Meaanesses, tho vanity ; 
ortid money-sense, the dant of :con- 
science, honesty, charity, dignity, 0 
vhameful atains on tho life of bia follow: 
countrymen, wit ; 

Then, in tho hour of insistent duty, 
there might have been seen arising sud: 
denly, as in fairwland, out of the puddy 
water, which he had so long stirred wit 

“rough and generous disgust ,the purest, 
“noblest, most patient an fraternal spirit 

‘o£ heroism and sacrifice which the world 

fas over known, not only in the. ‘most 

glorious days of history, but even in tho 

timo. of the most romantic legends, which 

wets but glorious dreams that the world 
“'@ever hoped to realise. 

THE COMMONPLACE BECOMES NOBLE. ' 


I could say as much of another nation, 
which I know well, since it. dwells in tho 
fand where I. was born, Tho Belgians, 
under the guise which they always showod: 
us, gave fo promise. of a noble’ soul. 
They seemed to ug narrow und limited, 
rather commionplace and ‘honest Jina 
mvan, inglorious way; they were without 
ideals or generous aspirations, ' wholl| 
absorbed by their’ petty material 
being, theiz petty local wrangles, 
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thosé of us. who had 

with Germans, who 

y and believed that 

Manners and letters, 

oontroversy that the 

axon’, Hanoverians, and 

despite certain defects of 

er than tharacter which 

grated upon us somewhat, possessed also 

tertain qualities, notably uv Genial kind- 

ness, gravity, laboriousness, BStcadineas, 

an uncomplaining wmper, simplicity of 

domestic lite, a sone of’ duty, and a 

" habit of taking life conscientioualy, which 

we had alwaya ignored or succueded in 

losing. aa 

&o, despite the warnings of history, we 

were ‘struck dumb with amazement, we 

tefused .at first to boliove the early tales 

of atrocities which were not incidental, 

ag in overy war, but designed, preme- 

ditated, systematic, and performed with 

4 light heart by an ontira people setting 

itsetf of sober purpose and with the pride 

Of perversity outside the pale of human- 

ity, transforming itself of u sudden into 

“pack of devils mote formidable and 

estructive than all those that hell bad 
aitherto belehed into our wordd, 


THE COLLECTIVE soUL, 


We knew already, and Dr. Gustave Le 
fon had demonstrated to.ug in a curious 
way, that the soul of u crowd does not 
, ‘semble the soul of any of its component 
smembers. According to the leaders. and 
40 the circumstances which control it, the 
: collective soul is sometimes higher, juster, 
More generous, very often, indeed, more 
4wayed by impulse, ‘more eredulous, morg 
rael,- more barbarous and blind. ‘But-a 
wowd has only ‘a provisional,’ momentary 
soul, whichdoes’ not-survive: the, short-, 
lived and almost’ always violent oecur- 
tence that calls it into-being; its eventual 
and ‘transitory psychology can hardly 
throw ight upon’ the way..in which the 
deop, .secular,’ and 
f'a nation is formed. 
Tt is’ natural enough that a nation 
should not know itself at all, and” that 
, fia -dety’ Bhould “pl 


a greater or less 
acts to it. None 
ake up a nation knows 
docs he know his fel- 


| of our ‘being 


sate? unexpected 
than thon whi 
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-NORWAY..AND 80 
ee : 8 unk : e WAR. - : : 
- OVER HOUR HUNDRED. VESSELS 


The: Christiania’ correspondent, of ihe 
Aforning: Post. télegraphod: fon. April 
Brd nw i : . oat ares 

Tho Tidins, Peyn, reviewing the history 
of the German submarine compaign dur. 
ing’ 1915-17, more particularly “ag it’ hag 
affected. Norway during the ‘past three 
‘months, emphasizes the ruthlessness with 
which the campaign. has béon: conducted 
and the tremendous-increaso. inthe losses 
inflicted’ upon’ - Norwegian: , shipping. 
Ships. in ballast and ships ‘with cargoes! 
of ‘coal and coke destined for Norway; 
ebips. trading between neutral ports dn 
even ships ; which: have unwittingly” en-" 
tered the “danger zone ”’. in ignorance of 
the last German submarine proclamation 
in which that zone was defined, have. all, 
been sent'to-the bottom with pitiless re 
Jontlessness ‘and in utter disregard of 
human lives, the Joss of which is increas- 
ing daily. Up to date, Norway alone 
has lost 420 ships with. a total of 600,000 
tons. This record does not include a 
soumber of large steamers whose fate is 
tnknown, but which‘ have boon missing 
for so. long o time that their destruction, 
and the loss of the whole of their crows, 
may now be assumed, /* 


According to official ' statiaties quoted 
by the journal named, Norway: had on 
January 1st, 1915,,00 her shipping: regis- 
ter 2,187 steamships and 493 sailing ships, 
with an aggregate of 2,490,000. tons. 
Since: that date the losses ‘havo amounted 
to about 20 per cent. of the number and 
2 per cent. of the tonnage of. the flect, 
At the beginning of this year,: notwith- 
standing. ‘he number of new: ships launch- 
ed, the flect numbered 2,036: veusels’ (in- 
‘cluding | 308. sailers), | During .the first 
three. months of thie year tho fleet was 
reduced’ by 140 vessels, of 238,000 ‘tons, 
detroyed by submarines.” or mines, the 
losses for cach month being’ as follows: 
January, 44 vessels, of 87,000 tons; ‘Feb: 
ruary, ‘41 vessols,: of 63,000 tons ;' March, 
64 vessels, of 103;000 ‘tons, * a “a 

The opportunities for the: r¢plactment 
of the lost tonnage are, extremely limited, 
as ‘the Norwegain shipyards aro not: able 
to construct more than 80, 
whilo' the fulfilment of @ 


outbreak of . 
States and Ge 
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THE TSAR'S UNHEEDED 
| WARNINGS, 


.. Phe Moscow: Utro, Rossiye’sayi:— 
Aniong the correspondence discovered 
by the commission of investigation at 
tho Court. of Nichblas IL, a large number 
of letters have been found aad regsed to 
the ox-Tsar by the crowned heads and 
members of the Royal families of several 
Allied. and neutrat countries. AL. these 
correspondents insisted in their letters on 
the necessity for the Tear. to nake a 
“civil peace with his people,” gnd also 
to “alter his methods of &overnment for 
the ‘sake of the Allied cause.?* Nicholas 
Il’s answers to this advice are couched 
in very cold terms, 7 
Most -urgerit advice wag given to 
iolas Il, by the members of the 
Danish Royal tamily. In these letters 
he was reminded that Russian internal 
ditsensions, which were inevitable under 
the old system, formed part of the Ger- 
man plan of war and ‘of the Kaiser's 
diplomatic game. 


a future and a past stretching ineom- 
pirably farther than .those of a single 
human life. |t is admitied and repeated 
agiin and aguin. that it isthe dead who 
usher it in. It is certain that the ‘dead. 
Continue to live in it a far more active 
life tham is swnerilly belleved and con. 
trol it unknown to itself; and the future, 
though it stand at the other end of the 
ages, comprises all: those who are not 
fs born, ull those whom it loses in itself 
ike its dead; and they vontributy to the 
decisions of ‘a nation no has weighty a 
voice than. the dead, ed 


2 -gin, ch mnpagne, 


almost deathless soul} hi 


that.the “hig! rfu) part 
i It ‘ig : this 
that constitu oating forces so 
much. deeper and more numerous ‘than 
those. which seem fixed in. the: body and 
Make “up: the real: soul ‘of 
People. ~ Fr fa 
:They..do. not. show themselves -in | the 
petty. incidents of daily’ life: which. only: 
concern. the’ ‘narrow, ‘mean, “eovering: in 
which. 4. nation ‘goes sheltered: but they 
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LOST COMMERCIAL SUBMARINES, 


“It in known, too, that their idea. that |' 


the U-bouts could be used ‘contmercially 
is a failure. In the ‘ports it is known 
that both the Bremen and the Peutschland 
are ither sunk or in the. posession. of: 
the British Navy, but the Government; 
issues official: statements that all ig right 
with these boats, but that for military: 
‘reasons it is imposibly to say anything 
about them. - 


* Food is very short, In one. great 


city where I'lived the. principal article a 
i No, potatoes |’ 


of diet wag mangel witzela, otatoe 
could bo had,-and though Sah arrived it 
was all commandeered tor military ‘pur-. 
poses, Food can be had outside the 
the card allowance—which is not sutfi- 
cient to furnish subiistence—but at prieds 
which are horribly high. The winter has 


been’ intolerably “bad, and no coal was} 


‘that even in the great con- 
s of public resort bad to be 
and. cités | 


imeginary, 
houses an, 


stopped, . : : : 

“‘Thé civil authorities are: without any 
power. The real bosses are the 
nen, who’ order every detail of ‘life, from, 
the number of boots you may. possess to 
the puunoes which ‘you may buy, 
military anthorities "hold: all the actual 
power in tho State, ‘they do what they. 
please, and do not care a hang about 
anything so long is they retain the 
power, und they: are going to hold it. og 
long as they; possibly can. The Aocialists 
are’ very active, and are finding ways and 
means of circulating. leaflets against the 
Government, Rudin has furnished’ thens 
with a strong stimulag ‘and made ‘them 
more daring. That js why the Emperor 
is beginning to talk of political reform, 
and whatever way tho war goes now therg 
will be a change. Each soldier at the 
front is a latent Socialist, and ‘either 

ere will be a great demvoratic advance | 
or # tremendous reaction which will ‘send 
Germany back in history.300 or 400 years, 


NO FOOD. POR LEAVE .MEN 


“ Pluces such as those 1 have named are 
deserts, hore are Shops and, busingss 
blices, and women buy dresses and 
buy clothes, hut at high prices, There . 
Do chocolate and no sugar. Very. few 
men arc.toen, and not even soldiers on, 
leave are plemisud. They used to be, but, 

For one thing they Ret 
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years ago, 
srhaps ‘the: reverse, 
in themselves, Tradition, can: bo bad?” 
{ T 'see what’ you mean,” he answered; 
“but my point“is that the New army is 
ithout- even" theoretical’ tradition.” 
& They may. be: but they:.are learning 
the art‘of war in-practice,” I answered.’ 
And go we chatted’ on, ny friend being 
very ready to concede. how splendid our 


‘New army was, in spite of the absence of | 


what fora better word we called tradi- 
tion, and ‘thon applied. to ouch’ - else 
Sides, : 
A Zepp. raid hed s recent! 
and a ‘ie ‘had been bron 
flames, What traditions bh; 
Corps behind them? 
ine-swoepers; manned by - men who 
were formerly ful fishor-folk, were 
lay and night 8 for nines, and sub- 
marines. - What tradition had they ta 
‘spur. them on or ‘guide them't 
orkmien were 


occurred, 
t down. irs 
the Flying 
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from’ 


ore the. war 
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is'useful in its way, but be- 
fe all-is the spiritof the 
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the military | 
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with Sweden and’) Denmark. Great 

amounts of food come from those coun- 

tries and alse 

German banks bave made. hugo profits ous 
of the trade. Nearly: all th 
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y, Permission of. Great, Bri- 

‘ou had stopped tho supplies to 

¢ Dentiark, and Holland ‘of such 

arlicles as muize you..woitld have onded 

the war long ayo...’ ‘These: supplies. are 

fed to cattle, and.:the cattle turn into 
meat: for. German’ troops, |. 
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Thereare many things which may cause 
) . the digestive system to break down,‘but 


: -~whatever the cause, you must restore yo 


~~the principal o'yans: of 


Take a short " course:, of, 


omiach liver and bowels 


digestion—to tlerough working order. .{ 


The “Very Thing” 


FOR YOU. 


‘Mother’ Seigel's “Syrup... Tf 


has benefited” others. and 
may prove" the very thing” 
for: you. This world-famous 
remedy. is. made from more 
tan ten different, medicinal 
extracts Of roots, harks, and 
- keaves, which in. combination’ 


When you 


the ‘liver-and bowels, 
it: “prevents 


pains after eating, dat 


“ headiches. and 
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